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PSCI362 Borders and Boundaries 
 
Spring 2023 
Dr. Angeliki Dimitriadi 
 
Email: angeliki.dimitriadi@cyathens.org 
 
 
 
Course Description 
Borders are at once real and imagined. They divide and they are crossed. They   are   lines   and   transi-
tions.   Borders   are   limits   and   opportunities.  Borders are binaries, and in the 21st century, binaries are 
the quintessential act of bordering and of crossing borders.   Borders, then, are   increasingly   complex   hu-
man   responses   and   social   constructions   in   a   world   where   the   globalizing forces of instant com-
munication, expedited travel and   enhanced   economic   flows, confront   the   basic   human   concerns for 
security and certainty (Konrad,2013) 
 
Borders exist all around us. We move between and within borders in our daily lives whether these borders 
are real and refer to the external borders of a country or social borders, in the form of limits but also opportu-
nities. Membership, belonging, segregation, illegality and protection take place in a world where borders are 
not only prevalent but continuously reimagined and reconstructed.  
The course allows students to critically reflect on the notion of borders and barriers, to discuss both the con-
struction and reimaging of borders in the physical but also socioeconomic sense. The course connects the 
concept of frontiers with internal bordering processes as well as the deconstruction of borders, the notions of 
inclusion and exclusion - who has the right to it, within which borders and at what cost, and the contestation 
of borders. The course utilizes case studies and examples from the United States, Europe, Africa and Asia in 
exploring different issues around borders and border making.  
 
Learning Objectives 
 
Reading:  We will read a wide variety of texts, which are included in the weekly class schedule. 
 
Analyzing and synthesizing: beyond reading material, we will analyze audiovisual material and utilize films 
and short videos to both understand the nature and complexity of borders 
 
Working and thinking with others:  Building the culture of the class so that genuine inquiry is possible will 
take all of our efforts. We rely on everyone’s contributions to generate discussion and debate.  
  
Presentations/discussion: All students are expected to contribute to class not only with the assignments but 
also engaging in the sessions. Students will need to come prepared to the seminars having read the corre-
sponding material and with their own questions and critical engagements. 
 
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

1) Learn the theories currently in place to understand and analyse the role and presence of borders 
2) Understand the context and framework from which borders emerges 
3) Learn to incorporate an anthropocentric dimension in their analysis regarding borders, bordering pro-

cesses and human movement 
 
Usage of audiovisual material 
Throughout out the course visual material will be utilised, either in the form of documentaries/films or short 
videos. Students will be warned of any potential triggering issues discussed.  The material serves dual pur-
pose. To enhance the understanding of students but also to function as a trigger for discussion and class en-
gagement. 
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Course Requirements  
 
Students will be expected to do the assigned readings, and the assignments throughout the course. A selec-
tion is offered and will be made available also via Moodle. Students should come to each class having 
done one of the readings and having read their classmates report on moodle. Students will be expected 
to produce in class assignments, individually or in groups and will be unable to do so if they have not pre-
pared in advance. 
 
Evaluation and Grading 
Assignments vary, aiming to foster cooperation as well as individual work. The blog post will require students 
to draw from the reading material and discussing key concepts from the films shown. Similarly, the podcast is 
an assignment that invites students to explore key concepts orally and tell a story in a manner appealing to the 
audience. The infographic asks students to critically reflect on the main themes of the course in a creative 
manner. Class participation is included in the evaluation. It is assessed on the basis of contribution, insightful 
questions, moving the conversation along and meaningful engagement with your peers. This necessitates that 
everyone has done at least one of the readings prior to each class.  
 
Your grade for this course will be based on the following distribution:  
 

1.  Reports and presentation (40%)  
 
Each student will compile one report over the course of the semester to be posted on Moodle by 15:00 the 
day before the seminar. Students will have approximately 15 minutes to present and summarise their main 
observations and arguments in class, during the seminars. Depending on size of class seminars may include 
two students presenting on different aspects. Reports and presentations are individual assignments. All 
students must read each other’s reports before class and come prepared to discuss them. These reports 
should be around 3 pages long, and present their key information in an accessible form; the reports should 
(i) provide contextual details and select bibliographies for relevant cases that illuminate an aspect of the 
theme of the week; (ii) relate the chosen case to other required reading from the syllabus; (iii) raise ques-
tions and arguments for discussion in class. Together the report and its oral summary will be assessed as 
40% of the final grade. 
 
2. Course engagement (30%) 
Both lectures and seminars are active learning approaches. The aim is to engage students with the mate-
rial and with each other. Seminars serve this purpose while also facilitating students in earning a percent-
age of their grade while working in class. At times, students will often be asked to split into groups and 
discuss amongst each other and/or answer a short question on the spot. This course requires class en-
gagement that includes but is not limited to active listening, note-taking and question-asking. An ef-
fective participant is not someone who talks frequently but someone who offers thoughtful insights and 
facilitates the learning process in class. Engagement is more than physical presence in class. It is evalu-
ated based on bringing up questions in class during lectures, analysing the relevant issues, building on 
each other’s’ ideas, communicating and exchanging ideas with each other, synthesizing across readings 
and discussions, expanding the class perspective, in a respectful manner. Identifying themes across 
weeks, explicit connections to the readings and regular contribution are all part of the evaluation. 
 
3. Infographic (30%): the students prepare and present at the final class a one page infographic that 

visualizes an aspect/theory/issue in the course that caught their attention the most.  
 
 

Attendance Policy  
CYA regards attendance in class and on-site (in Athens or during field study trips) as essential. Absences are 
recorded and have consequences. Illness or other such compelling reasons which result in absences should be 
reported immediately to the Student Affairs Office. For this course attendance is compulsory. Provided 
students alert the professor in advance of maximum two absences in the course due to illness or serious 
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personal reason, it will not affect the grade. However consistent absences on the basis of health reasons 
(feeling unwell), and/or unjustified will result in the deduction of 5% from the class engagement grade.  
 
Additional notes 
 
In a lot of the issues raised in this course, students arrive having their own perspectives, biases and opinions. 
The classroom functions as a safe space for students to voice their views and potentially differences. You are 
not expected to agree with each other, nor with the professor who at times will put forth a different perspec-
tive so as to educate you on the different points of views.  
 
Office hours & availability 
 
I am available to meet with you, should you have any questions or want to discuss any issues or concerns 
relating to this course.  
 
Email is generally the best way to reach me.   
 

1. For all questions that will require an answer longer than a short paragraph please email me to sched-
ule an appointment for after class. However, for questions pertaining to course content, assessment 
etc. ensure you review the Moodle and syllabus first as all the information will be there. 

2. During the work week, I generally respond to emails in a timely manner (usually within 48 hours).  
3. On weekends, I do not check email. Please do not expect a response before the beginning of the 

work week.  
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
Policy on Original Work  
Unless otherwise specified, all submitted work must be your own original work. Any ideas taken from the 
work of others must be clearly identified as quotations, paraphrases, summaries, figures etc., and accurate 
internal citations and/or captions (for visuals) as well as an accompanying bibliography must be provided 
(Check the Student Handbook, pg. 7).  
 
Use of Laptops 
In-class or onsite use of laptops and other devices is permitted if this facilitates course-related activities such 
as note-taking, looking up references, etc. Laptop or other device privileges will be suspended if devices are 
not used for class-related work.  
 
 
Class Schedule  
 

Class 
Day 

Topic / Readings / Assignments Due 

30/1 Introduction  

learning outcomes, examinations and thematic perspectives. Presentation of literature, schedule, 
student assignments 

1/2 Nationalism – Lecture 
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Nationalism, patriotism, sovereignty are elements that will be discussed to serve as a foundation 
to our reflections as we move into the classes on post-colonial borders and human mobility 

Required Reading  
F. Bieber (2018) Is Nationalism on the Rise? Assessing Global Trends, Ethnopolitics, 17:5, 519-
540, DOI: 10.1080/17449057.2018.1532633  
 
Optional Reading 
Daniele Conversi (1995) Reassessing current theories of nationalism: Nationalism as boundary 
maintenance and creation, Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 1:1, 73-85, DOI: 
10.1080/13537119508428421 

3/2 The physical border  

Borders are political, inherent to logics of inside and outside, practices of inclusion and exclu-
sion, and questions about identity and difference. Borders also delineate territories. In this sec-
tion we look at the physical borders, how they emerge, and what they produce as a result.  

 

Required Reading  

David Newman and Anssi Paasi, ‘Fences and neighbours in the postmodern world: boundary 
narratives in political geography’, Progress in Human Geography 22: 2, 1998, pp. 186–20  

 
Optional Reading 
Hastings, D and Wilson, T (1999) Borders: Frontiers of identity, nation and state. Berg. Ch 
2p19-41.  

6/2 Seminar class on nationalism and borders 

Questions for reflection 

1. Is patriotism a core element of nationalism or is it distinct? 
2. How does human mobility challenge or reinforce nationalism? 
3. “the system for allocating people to countries – the institution of citizenship – is in dis-

array and prone to producing the worst possible outcomes”- Do you agree? What would 
be the alternative? 

4. “we increasingly witness a border that is . . . at once more open and more closed than in 
the past.” Ayelet Shachar (2009:810) Discuss. 

8/2  Securitisation of migration & politicization* 

Securitization of migration increasingly determines migration policies in liberal democracies. 
We look at the theory behind it.  
 
Required Reading 
Jack Holland & Lee Jarvis (2014) “Night fell on a different world”: experiencing, constructing 
and remembering 9/11, Critical Studies on Terrorism, 7:2, 187-204, DOI: 
10.1080/17539153.2014.886396  
 
Optional Reading 
Balzacq T, Leonard S, Ruzicka J. “Securitization’’ revisited: theory and cases.” International 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17449057.2018.1532633
https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2014.886396
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Relations. 30(4):494-531. 

 

13/2  The irregular journey  * 

The session will look at how migration is approached from the migrant perspective and how the 
journey unfolds as a result, in the form of transit migration.  

Required Reading 

Khosravi,S (2007). The ‘illegal’ traveler: an auto-ethnography of borders. Social Anthropol-
ogy/Anthropologie Sociale, 15(3): 321-334.  

Optional Reading 

Mainwaring, Ċetta, and Noelle Brigden. 2016. Beyond the Border: Clandestine Migration Jour-
neys. Geopolitics 21 (2):243-262. 

20/2 Seminar on Journeys and securitisation of movement 

Questions for reflection 

1. Does the ‘illegal’ manner of the journey matter for the migrants?  
2. Can you identify the two critical aspects (or actors) of a successful journey? 
3. How does securitisation impact journeys?  
 

22/2 The US external border  

The session looks at the US-Mexico border and the enforcement regime in place. 

Required  reading  

Reece Jones Border Walls: Security and the War on Terror in the United States, India, and Israel 
(2012, Zed)- Ch 2 &5  

Optional Reading 

Tim Marshall (2018).Divided: Why We’re Living in an Age of Walls, Elliott & Thompson. Ch 
2-USA 

1/2 Seminar on US-Mexico border 

Questions for reflection 

1. Where do you attribute the continuity in the policy of the wall along the US-Mexico 
border? 

2. Why US-Mexico rather than US-Canada?  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1783963425?ie=UTF8&tag=finantimes-21&camp=1634&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=1783963425
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3. How does race impact the understanding of the border? 

 

6/3 Gated communities and socioeconomic borders  

From the external border to the internal one, what do gated communities tell us about socioeco-
nomic but also physical mobility? 

Required Reading 
Edward J. Blakely, Mary Gail Snyder (1997). Fortress America: Gated Communities in the 
United States. Brookings Institute. Introduction 
 
Optional reading 
Gallegos, B. (2009). Tijuana: Border, Migration, and Gated Communities. Journal of the South-
west, 51(4), 457-475. 

8/3 The  US ‘internal’ borders- who is in and who is out? * 
Sanctuary cities are a unique feature in the US and shape the debate on who should decide who 
has the right to remain and under what conditions despite their undocumented status 
 
Required Reading 
Reece Jones (Ed) Open borders : in defense of free movement. Athens, Georgia : University of 
Georgia Press. Ch 16 (Sanctuary Cities) 
 
Optional reading 
Blake, M. (2021). Two Models of the Sanctuary City, Migration and Society, 4(1), 19-30. Re-
trieved Aug 23, 2021, from https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/migration-and-
society/4/1/arms040104.xml 
 

13/3 Seminar on internal borders 
 
Questions for reflection 

1. Why do people choose to live in a gated community? Is it a question also of values? 
2. “The power of place used to be based on relationship, the new power of place is 

based on property ownership” (Blakely & Snyder, 1999)- how do you understand 
this? Do you agree? 

3. Are sanctuary cities a positive model for integration?  
4. Who should decide who has the right to remain? The local community or the national 

level? 
 

15/3 the European border regime * 

The lecture will introduce students to the broader EU context to understand also the un-
folding of the ‘refugee crisis’ 

Required Reading 
Antonis Vradis, Evie Papada,Joe Painter,Anna Papoutsi (2018) New Borders: Hotspots 
and the European Migration Regime. Pluto books Chapter 2 
 
  
Optional Reading 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Edward+J.+Blakely%22
https://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Mary+Gail+Snyder%22
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/migration-and-society/4/1/arms040104.xml
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/migration-and-society/4/1/arms040104.xml
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Reece Jones Violent Borders: Refugees and the Right to Move (2016, Verso) Ch1 
 
Reece Jones Open Borders: In Defence of Free Movement (2019, University of Georgia 
Press), Ch 10 

20/3 Movie 

22/3 The European ‘refugee crisis’: The Greek-Turkish border 2015-2016  * 

The main entry point in 2015 was Greece. Class will look at the numbers, composition of arri-
vals, transitory journey and how the crisis was documented through researchers on the ground in 
Greece  

Required Reading 
Papataxiarchis, E. (2016) «Being 'there': At the frontline of the 'European Refugee Crisis' - Part 
1» Anthropology Today 32(2): 5-9. 

Papataxiarchis, E. (2016) «Being 'there': At the frontline of the 'European Refugee Crisis' - Part 
2» Anthropology Today 32(3): 3-7. 

Optional Reading 
Yannis Christodoulou, Evie Papada, Anna Papoutsi & Antonis Vradis (2016) Crisis or Zem-
blanity? Viewing the ‘Migration Crisis’ through a Greek Lens, Mediterranean Politics, 21:2, 
321-325.  
 
Polly Pallister-Wilkins (2016) Interrogating the Mediterranean ‘Migration Crisis’, Mediterra-
nean Politics, 21:2, 311-315. 

27/3 Seminar on the refugee crisis 

Questions for reflection 

1. What kind of crisis was 2015?  

2. How do you interpret Greek policies? A result of limited resources or unwillingness? 
(or sm else?)  

3. What of the role of the media in the construction of the crisis? Was their contribution 
more positive or negative? 

4. What parallels can you identify with the US during that period?  

3/4 Colonialism and the redrawing of borders * 

The impact of colonialism in modern border-making will be discussed and emergency of con-
temporary nation state. 

Required Reading  
The Dividing of a Continent: Africa's Separatist Problem https://www.theatlantic.com/interna-
tional/archive/2012/09/the-dividing-of-a-continent-africas-separatist-problem/262171/   
 
Optional Readings 

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/09/the-dividing-of-a-continent-africas-separatist-problem/262171/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/09/the-dividing-of-a-continent-africas-separatist-problem/262171/
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Del Sarto, Raffaella A. (2017). Contentious borders in the Middle East and North Africa: con-
text and concepts. International Affairs, 93(4), 767–787. doi:10.1093/ia/iix070  

Tim Marshall (2018).Divided: Why We’re Living in an Age of Walls, Elliott & Thompson (Ch 
3-Israel Palestine) 

5/4 Seminar on colonialism & the Middle East 

Questions for reflection 

1. What impact did European colonialism have on the Israeli‐Palestinian Conflict? 
2. Walls differ in their purpose. Drawing from the discussion on the US-Mexico and the 

EU-Med borders, what differences can you identify with the Israeli barrier? 

Students will be asked to choose one case study and analyse it critically reflecting on the 
role of colonialism 

 

19/4 Populism, xenophobia and migration 
The rise of populist parties, often far-right in Europe, but also around the world is of 
concern. The class will explore the concept of populism, and how it links with migra-
tion. 
 
Required Reading 
Zygmunt Bauman,  Europe Of Strangers via http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/work-
ing%20papers/bauman.pdf  
 
 
Optional Reading 
 
Laura Kupe (Jan. 25, 2019) Populists Keep Winning the Messaging War in Europe Over 
Migration. World Politics Review via https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/arti-
cles/27279/populists-keep-winning-the-messaging-war-in-europe-over-migration 

24/4 producing exclusion-attempting inclusion  

How do exclusion and inclusion unfold in the public space and within cities? we discuss differ-
ent policies and discourses that seek to include but also exclude groups of people from the pub-
lic space.  

Required reading  

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/feb/18/defensive-architecture-keeps-pov-
erty-undeen-and-makes-us-more-hostile  
 
The Arsenal of Exclusion & Inclusion, 2017, https://issuu.com/actar/docs/the_arse-
nal_of_exclusion___inclusio 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1783963425?ie=UTF8&tag=finantimes-21&camp=1634&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=1783963425
http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20papers/bauman.pdf
http://www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk/working%20papers/bauman.pdf
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/27279/populists-keep-winning-the-messaging-war-in-europe-over-migration
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/27279/populists-keep-winning-the-messaging-war-in-europe-over-migration
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/feb/18/defensive-architecture-keeps-poverty-undeen-and-makes-us-more-hostile
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/feb/18/defensive-architecture-keeps-poverty-undeen-and-makes-us-more-hostile
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26/4 Guest lecture on housing and social segregation 

3/5 Seminar on exclusion-inclusion  

Questions for reflection 

1. What does public space mean for you? 
2. Are there truly inclusive public spaces? 
3. How does exclusion in the urban context manifest 
4. How does discourse contribute to exclusion/inclusion? What of populist discourse? 

8/5  Students present their infographics 

10/5 Final class 

N.B.: The course schedule, in terms of subjects and readings, may be subject to change to benefit student 
learning and to keep up to date with current research. 
 
 
 
 
 


